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CONGRESSIONAL REPORT CARD

Dear school administrators, faculty and staff, parents and students:

During my time in Congress, I have made it a top priority to visit local schools regularly to meet
you and see your work in action.  Our discussions have enabled me to represent Central Orange County
with a deeper understanding of our student and teacher experiences and needs.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued input and introduce a tool
that I hope will be helpful to you in your work.  This is the first edition of my update for schools in the
46th Congressional District.  I will be sending this as issues arise in the House, and I look forward to
your suggestions on ways I can best voice your concerns in Congress.

The U.S. Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Togo D. West, Jr., has brought to my attention a program
that may be of interest to you.  For over a decade, Americans have sent messages to veterans� medical
centers across the country through the Valentines for Vets program.

Last year, vets received more than three-quarters of a million valentines, and more than 30,000
people took the time to visit nearly 67,000 hospitalized veterans around the country.  We celebrate this
sentiment during the week of Valentine�s Day as an opportunity to express our heartfelt appreciation for
veterans� service to our nation.

Teachers throughout the country have taken this opportunity to educate their students about the
accomplishments of our nation�s veterans, and what they have done in support of our country.  It has
been said that the nation that forgets its defenders will itself be forgotten.  Fortunately, the U.S. has
always remembered veterans� sacrifices for our freedom.

Approximately 100,000 veterans are treated in VA medical facilities every day.  Some of them
are alone, without family, friends or visitors.  Our cards and letters are tangible reminders that vets are
remembered, appreciated and valued beyond measure. We can never repay these valiant men and
women, but we can boost their morale and let them know that they have not been forgotten.

As a lifelong Orange County resident and a member of the U.S. House Committees on Armed
Services as well as Education and the Workforce, I am particularly interested in ensuring that our stu-
dents are aware of veterans� critical role in preserving our democracy.  Valentines for Vets is a way that
students of all ages can become more aware of the plight of our veterans.  I have enclosed a flyer for
your use, should you wish to distribute it to your faculty or staff.
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Please do not hesitate to let me know what kind of information you or your staff would like to see in
future �Report Card� updates.  As always, I hope you will not hesitate to contact me if I can be of
assistance to you.  I thank you for your work with our community�s children, especially during this
important week for our nation�s veterans.

Very truly yours,

LORETTA SANCHEZ
Member of Congress


